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1 COR. IIl. 10-15. 

s¢ According to the grace ‘of God, which is given to me, as a 
s* wife mafter builder, Ihave laid the foundation, and another 
* buildeth thereon: but let every one take heed how he buildeth 
‘© thereon, 

< For other foundation can no man lay. than that is laid, which 
66 is Jefus Chrift. 
_ *€ Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, filver, pre- 
‘© cious ftones, wood, hay, ftubble; 

ss Every man’s work fhall be made manifeft ; for the day thal 
s¢ declare it, becaufe it fhall be revealed by fire ; oa the fire fhall , 
s¢ try every man’s work of what fort it is. 

«¢ If any man’s work abide which he has built oe he fall 
s© receive a reward. 
 € Tf any man’s work fhall be burned, he fhall fuffer lofs, but he 
§* himfelf fhall be faved ; yet fo as by fire.””: 


SS 


Se apoftle by this inftructive and impreffive 
allegory, means to declare that the fundamental 
doctrine of chriftianity, which he with much 
labour, and in the midft of many ‘perils, had 
taught the Corinthians, the belief of which con- 
ftitutes a perfon a difciple of Chrift and a member 
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of the vifible church, and the rejection of which 
excludes from the privileges, the profeffion, the 

promifes, and the hopes of the gofpel, i is this, that 

Jesus 1s THE CuRisT: that Jefus of Nazareth is 

that great prophet whofe advent had been foretold 

to the Jewith nations under the character of a 

holy and illuftrious prince and faviour, appointed 

and fet apart by God to abolifh the heavy yoke of 
the law, and to unite all nations, Gentiles as well as 
Jews, under his peaceful and aufpicious. govern- 

ment;*;But though this is the only fundamental 

doctrine of the chriftian revelation, in which all who 

believe, are, as the apoftle exprefles if, faved, * that 

is, introduced into a holy and privileged ftate, yet 

there are likewife other doctrines of no {mall im- 

portance which are, or may be built on this 

foundation, Of thefe fome are true, and of the 

moft beneficial tendency. They refemble a mag- 

nificent ftructure of gems and precious metals, 

erected upon a foundation of adamant, which is 

liable to no injury or decay, which time cannot 

impair, or flames deftroy. But there are other 

doctrines, attached by many to this fundamental 
truth, which are falfe, worthlefs, contemptible, 

and pernicious, They refemble a ftructure of 
wood, and hay, and ftubble, upon a foundation of 
rock, unfightly and unfafe, of no beauty, ufe, or 
yalue, and which muft foon fall to the ground. 


% Seq Taylor’s Key to the Apoftolic Writings, p. 42. 


The 
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The allegory | further teaches us that the day js _ 
coming when thefe feveral doétrines will be ex- 
, pofed to a fevere teft, when truth fhall be diftin- 
_ guifhed, approved, ie honoured; and error thal} 
be detected, difcountenanced, and difcarded, The 
gold, the fi ilver, and the precious {tones fhall pafs 
through the fiery trial with fafety, and fhall 
appear with increafed brilliancy and {plendour; 
but the wood, the hay and the sable fhall be 
confumed and perifh. ; 

We are alfo taught that on. who have ikea! 
pains to inveftigate moral and chriftian truth, and 
to exhibit the doétrine of Jefus i in its beautiful 
fimplicity and harmony, fhall in the end be amply 
_rewarded for their fkill and labour ; while on the 
other hand, the men who have bufied themlelves | 
with miftaken zeal in the propagation of error, 
and in attaching falfe and fabulous notions to the 
fundamental truths of chriftianity thall fuffer for 
their folly, They fhall not indeed fuffer eternal 
damnation ag fome have rafhly maintained ; for 
the apoftle declares dire€tly the reverfe, He 
exprefsly faich, that they fhall be faved. What 
they did was through ignorance, through -inat- 
tention, and under the influence of inveterate, 

erhaps infurmountable prejudice, They in- 
tended nothing amifs: they were fincere in 
their error: {q blinded were they by their 
prepoffeffions, that they really miftook their hay, 
their ftubble and their chaff, fcr gold and filver, 

2 and 
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and Beni They fhall not then be éoritigaed 


_ by their juft and merciful Judge to pofitive punifh- - : 


ment; but they fhall fuffer lofs. Their intellec-_ 
tual eye fhall be opened to fee the vanity and 
 falfehood of thofe fyftems of doétrine which they 
fondly regarded, and vehemently infifted upon as 
the grand peculiarities of the gofpel. They fhall _ 
derive no benefit from their unenlightened zeal,. 
and their mifplaced induftry, but fhall feel a poig- | 
nant regret when they fee to how little purpofe 
they have employed their time, and their exer- 
tions. They fhall be faved as by fire; as a man 
efcapes with his life only, when his houfe ’ is 
burnt down which contained ‘all the treafures — 
that he had accumulated for his future fubfiftence 
and comfort, and: is “obliged i in poverty’ i a na- 
_kednefs to re-commence his labours. aa 
Hence the apoftle takes juft occafion to warn 
his readers to be very cautious what doctrines they 
admit, and what opinions they annex to the leading 
~articles of the chriftian faith, left in the end they 
fhould appear to have embraced error for truth, 
and their future difappointment and regret fhould 
be proportioned to their prefént well-meaning, but 
mifguided induftry and zeal. As I.am’ now: en- 
tering upon a courfe of lectures for the winter 
feafon, the chief ‘defien of which is to inftru@ - 
my younger friends, of whofe attendance I am 
particularly defirous, in the truth and excellence of 


J 
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“the chriftian do€trine. I propofe by way of intro 


_ duGion, to give a brief abftra&@ of thofe opinions 


‘ 


_ which are prevalent among chriftians, and which 


\ 4 . 
_ appear to me, after avery attentive, laborious, 


and I truft impartial inveftigation for upwards of 


~ twenty years, to be erroneous and pernicious; or 


eas the words of the apoitle, to be nothing better 


than wood and hay, and ftubble, which cannot 
ftand the fiery fcrutiny of free and. penetrating 


--refearch ;: and likewife to exhibit fome of thofe 


_ precious and interefting truths, which being in- 


- feparably connected with the divine miffion and 


_ character of Chrift, will bear the ftricteft exami- 
- nation, which form the fureft bafis of virtuous con- 
-duct and chriftian confolation, and which, in the 


-apoftle’s language, are the gold, the filver; and . 
the precious ftones, that will endure the fevereft 
trial without any diminution of their value. 

It would be impoffible in the limits of a fingle 
difcourfe to enter minutely into the arguments 
for or againft thofe opinions which I.now propofe 
to ftate : nor is it confiftent with my prefent defign. 


_ What I intend is to exhibit a rapid sketch of true 


_and falfe doftrine, fo that:all who attend my public 
miniftry may be able to form a diftin& conception 
_of the errors which I with them to.difcard, and of 
the truths which I defire them to retain as their 
moft valuable treafure, and to cherifh as the main 
principles of the chriftian life. 

Firft, 
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_. Firft. ‘Of thofe opinions. which many chrifs 
tians entertain, and which, in the prefent im- 
proved ftate of chriftian knowledge it is highly 
requifite to difcard ; the firft that I fhall mention is.. 
the DoerRing oF THE TRINITY. 

That doctrine which teaches that There : arte 
«three perfons in the god-head, the Father and 
*« the Son and the Holy Ghoft, and that thefe — 
*« three are one God, the fame in fubftance, equal 
“in power and glory.”"* To us who make the 
dogtrine of the apoftles the rule of our faith, 
there is but one God even the Father, and one. 
mediator between God and man, the man Chrift 
Jefus. And how a doétrine like that of a trinity 
of perfons in the god-head, which derives fo little 
fupport even from the found of the words of 
{cripture, and which is fo diametrically oppofite 
to its uniform tenor and fpirit, ever came to 
prevail in fo great a degree among thofe 
who profefs to take their fyftem of opinions from. 
the writings of the apoftles and evangelifts, is 
one of the moft extraordinary and inexplicable 
problems in the hiftory of the human mind. It 
is a doctrine which under every modification of it. 
muft be erroneous and pernicious. If there are 
three diftin€ perfons in all refpeéts equal, there 
muft be three Gods. If it is affirmed that there 


® Vide Affembly’s Catechifm, 
: are 
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are ily three diftinctions, or three fomewhats i in. ? 
the. godhead, which are neither fubftances tortie 
modes, it is unintelligible jargon. If by the — 


words Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, nothing more 
is meant than three attributes or operations of 
the fame individual perfon, it is ufing words in a 
very unfcriptural, wnufual, and unwarrantable 
fenfe, and grofsly impofing upon the underftand- 
ings of thofe who read or hear fuch exprefiions. 


If it be faid that a creature becomes a God, by 


united to him, fuch language is nothing morg/than 
a combination of unmeaning founds. “If it be 
affirmed that the three are but one, and the one 
three, it is a palpable contradiction. If it be 
urged that the doctrine is a myftery; the fame 
defence is made, and ferves equally well for 
tran{ubflantiation, 

2. Another of thofe do€trines which an at- 
tentive and impartial examination of the fcriptures 
willlead us to difcard, is that of the PRE-EXISTENCE 
or Cuaist, and efpecially the hypothefes which 
afcribes to him the formation, inpport, and go- 
yernment of the world. 

I well know that thefe opinions concerning 
Jefus Chrift are entertained by many judicious, 
grave and ferious perfons, fome of whom have 
received it from early inflructors, to whom they 
have been ufed to look up with reverence and af. 
fection, ‘and to whofe authority they have been 

ALD 


God dwelling in him, and becoming per 
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and impartial enquiry, and having long. made up 


their minds upon the fubject, they will not now 
Hften to any thing which might excite doubts, and 


ynove their faith. But notwithftanding this, with alk 


due deference to the talents and chara€ters of thofe 


who may entertain’a different opinion, I. have na 
hefitation in pronouncing the doétrine of the pre- 
éxiftenee of Jefus Chrift, and the whole fyitem 
which is connected with it, and dependant upon 
jt, to be erroneous, and unfcriptural, and that the 
whole of this lofty and admired fuperftruCture 
which has been ereéted upon the bafis of the gof- 
pel, is framed of thofe mean and perifhable mate- 


rials which will be totally confumed in the dap 


when every man’s work fhall be tried by fire. 

The tranflators of the Englifh Bible, though 
men of ability, learning and piety, laboured under 
many ftrong and deeply rooted prejudices, and 
with the beft intentions, they have inadvertently 
given to their verfion of the fcriptures a bias from 
their own pre-conceived opinions. And yet I have 
tittle doubt, that if an inquifitive perfon of com- 
mon underftanding, and a perfect ftranger to the 
eontroverfies which are agitated’ amongft Chrittians, 
fhould take up this tranflation, and read it through 


with the fole view of gaining information concern. _ 


ing the chriftian doctrine, it would not enter into his 
. mind, 


“uftomed to bow with implicit deference. Others: 
have adopted thefe fentiments in early life, in con-. 
fequence of what they have judged to be diligent. 


~ 
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tind, that the writers of thefe volumes intended 
teprefent Jefus of Nazareth in any other Jight, than 
that of a Maw approved. of God, by figns and mi< — 
racles and gifts of the holy fpirit. We have ime 
deed ftrong evidence ‘from recent facts, that pers 
fons of plain fenfe and upright minds, with he 
advantages of education, and whofe prejudices lay 
in a contrary direCtion, by reading the publick 
verfion of the fcriptures with care and attention, 
‘comparing one paffage= with another, and: inter- 
_preting what is obfcure, by what. is intelligible 
and eafy of apprehenfion, and without having read 
-any controverfial treatife, have from the evidence 
of the tranflated fcriptures only, attained complete 
fatisfaction that Jefus Chrift was properly a human 
being, the fervant and meflenger of God, and that 
he had rio exiftence» before he came’ into the 
‘wotld.* And I muft take leave to add, that fo 
much light has been: caft- upon the controverly 
concerning ‘the pre-exiftence of Chrift within the 
aft twenty or thirty years, that though perfons 
‘who have been educated in, and. long habituated 
‘tothe contrary opinion, and who have little leifure P 
“or opportunity for enquiry and examination, ‘may, 
‘with the beft difpofitions of mind, remain fixed in 
the principles which they firft imbibed, concerning 
te perfon of Chrift; yet it is morally impoffible 
“* Vide, Scripture the only guide to Relig gious Truth, By ms — *f 
“York. ’ Printed for ee and Marfom. 3 
‘td . . for 
6 
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: young perfons of talents and integrity; whd — 


oT _ poffets leifure for enquiry, and the means of infor~ 





mation, and who ferioufly, candidly, and impar- 


 @jally -confider the fubje&t, to remain uncon- 





-vinced of the proper humanity of Chrift. Thofe 
of us who are acquainted with the interior of the 
inftitutions in which young men are educating 
for the miniftry amongft the diffenters, fee in them 
abundant evidence of. this fat. And the. pains 
which are taken in fome of thofe feminaries to 
difcourage freedom of enquiry, is a plain proof’ 
that the authors of thefe reftraints are fearful of 
fair inveftigation, and dare not truft their caufe 
to its own merits. “ 
3. The PersoNALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
has no foundation in the chriftian revelation. 
In the lofty and figurative ftile of the eaft, every 
Gnanimate agent, and every power of nature, is 
converted into a living perfon. ‘Thus the wind, . 
the fun, and the peftilence are perfonified, and the 
plagues of Egypt are called evil angels. Agree- 
‘ably to this tropical language, the wifdom of 
God which infpired the Jewith prophets, is called 
his {pirit, and the divine energy whereby Chrift 
and his apoftles were enabled to perform their 
miraculous works, is alfo called the fpirit of God, 
or the holy fpirit. Superficial readers not 
attending to this peculiarity of ftyle, have under- 
Stood fuch metaphorical expreffions in a literal 
“fenfe, and have advanced this energy to the rank 


of 


POPULAR ERROR. 





of a difting ae to whom they have ey, 
the uncouth title of a holy ghoft, which fome 
have advanced to a perfed equality with . 
the F ather and the Sen, while others have 
placed him in the rank of a cteated {pirit inferior 
to both, but fuperior to all other derived beings. 
This is one of thofe errors which have ‘been long 
attached to the chriftian do&trine, and which a 
little attention and enquiry will lead you to 


_ difcard: it is indeed fo palpably untrue, that 


many thinking perfons who firmly adhere to other 
opinions, which in my judgment are equally 
unfcriptural, acknowledge the erroneoufnels of 
that doctrine, which anita real Sign to 
the holy fpirit. 
4- What is commonly called the pocTRINg oF 
_ ATONEMENT, in every fhape and under every mo-: 
dification of it, is unfounded in the chriftian reve-' 
lation, and will be difcarded by every one whofe un= 
derftanding is truly enlightened in the chriftian faith. 
ie be calviniflic, which indeed is the only con 
fiftent doctrine of atonement, is this. That the 
_ original and actual guilt of the elect is infinite, 
and that the mercy of God cannot be extended 
to them till his juftice has firft been fatisfied, either 
»in the perfon of the finner or his fubftitute. The fe« 
cond perfon in the trinity voluntarily becomes the 
finner’s furety, and by fuffering as much in quantity 
ot in value, as the finner would have done, he pays 
the debt due to juftice, and opens a free courfe 


to 
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fo the’ exerci(e-of mercy to the. leet. This 
do&trine has at leaft the merit of being ‘confiftent’ 
arid intelligible, but that it has no ‘undation in’ 
the chriftian revelation, I need not fpend many’ 
words to prove. All other hypothefés concern-. 
ing thé atonement are modifications of this : and 
in proportion as they recede from their arche- 
type, they become ulelefs and nugatory. One 
teaches that Chrift fuffered to exhibit the evil of 
fin: another that Chrift by the merit of his obe-» 
dience to death, purchafed the refurreétion of all 
mankind. Others perhaps may have different 
hypothefes. But the great objection againft them 
all is, that the fcriptures are total ftrangers to every: 
one. of them; and uniformly reprefent the final 
falvation of mankind as the effe@ of the infinite 
‘goodnefs of God, without refpect to any foreign 
eniinaaranibe whatever. The death of Chrift is 
indeed reprefented as a fin- -offering, that is, figu- 
ratively fpeaking, as a mean by which Jewith and: 
Gentile finners were introduced into a new and 
holy ftate. Throughout the Fpiftle to the He- 
brews the blood of Chrift is fymbolically repre- 
fented as that of a victim, by which the new co- 
venant was ratified, which comprehending all be- 
lievers, whether Jew or Gentile, is conftituted 
upon more liberal terms, and enriched with better 
promifes, than that made with Mofes upon Sinai. 
But this bears no refemblance to the. lately 
invented, and now commonly received doctrine 
of‘the atonement. qe is indeed fingular, that 

though 
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though this doétrine i is by many ferious chriftians 
thought to be oné’ of the peculiar glories of the 
gofpel; and the belief of it is made effential to 
falvation, yet that the terms by which they com- 
monly exprefs it, are not to be found in fcrip- 
ture. | ‘The “ righteoufhefs of Chrift” does, indeed, 
occafionally occur, but in a fenfe widely different 
from that which they annex to it, who believe 
the imputation of it neceffary tora finnet’s accep- 
tance with God. The ‘merits of Chrift” isa phrafe 
quite of modern invention, and no where to be 
met with in the fcriptures. And though’ the 
word atonement does once occtir in the New 
Teftament; Rom. v. 1. it is in a fenfe very 
different from that in which it is commonly ufed. 
The apoftle teaches that man, not God, receives 
the atonement by Chrift : meaning, ‘indeed, no 
more than this, that by Jefus Chrift the joyful 
tidings of reconciliation to God are announced to 
all mankind, r 

5. The commonly recived doétrine concerning 
the influences of the fpirit, is one of thofe opi- 
nions which has been attached to chriftianity, but 
which will not ftand in the day of trial. 

True religion and true philofophy combine to 
teach this glorious principle, that God is « All 
and in All.” But they alfo teach us that the agency 
of God is exerted in the natural, the intellectual, 
and moral’ world,‘in uniform correfpondence: with 
certain wife and falutary laws, which for the gene- 


ob mFS 
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ral good he has been pleafed to -prefcribe to 
himfelf, and from which he never deviates, but 
upon very, grave and important occafions : , fo 
that men may derive benefit from experience from 
age to age, and may reft ‘affured that the fame 
~ means, whether mechanical or moral, in_ the 
fame circumftances will always produce the fame 
effects. But in oppofition to this. faét, it is a 
current opinion, that God often, and indeed 
ufually, interpofes in a miraculous manner, for 
the converfion of finners, and that from arbitrary 
will, he felects one, and paffes over another, with- 
out regard to any ftated rules of operation. This 
erroneous notion difcourages the ufe of the 
regular and efficacious means of virtue, it gene- 
rates, prefumption, enthufiafm, and vain fallacious 
expectations, and it has. no juft foundation in the 
{criptures, when attentively perufed, and well 
underftood, 

6. The popular doétrine of original fin idmghit 
to be difcarded from the creed of every chriftian, 
who is folicitous to maintain the purity of his 
faith. 

The doétrine of original fin, as held. by. its 
moft zealous advocates, confifts. of two parts : 
the firft, is the guilt of Adam’s tranfgreffion im- 
puted to all his pofterity, fo. that every one of 
his defcendants is born in a ftate of guilt, and 
under a fentence of eternal mifery : : the other, is 
the total corruption of the moral powers of-man, 
Parag tee 3 : : 


TTELOOSGPUEAR ERRORS. 7 = ¥4'Q 


~ fo that previoufly to converfion every'aétion and 


“ 
on 


every word, every affection and every thought 
is finful. The former doétrine, namely, that all. 


- men, without the exception even of new-born infants, 


are éxpofed to eternal mifery by the imputation 


of Adam’s fin, is fo abfurd and unfcriptural, and 


contains fo grofs a refleCion upon the character 
of the Supreme Being, that it is to be hoped 
few thinking and chon perfons will now avow it, 
This abominable do€trine reprefents the wife and 


‘righteous governor of the univerfe, ‘as a more 


favage tyrant than the moft mercilefs. defpot 
that ever curfed the human race. Bs 
But many believe, thatin confequence of Adam’s 


_ tranfgreffion mankind are born into the world with 


a moral conttitution fo corrupt and depraved, “ fo 
tainted with fin to the very core,” that if they are 
not converted by the fpecial interpofition of divine 
grace, they wil be doomed to inevitable and ever- 
lafling woe. And with this they alfo maintain, 
that without God’s preventing mercy, it is im- 
poffible either’ to will, or to do, what is right. 
Hence it follows, that the great mafs. of mankind 
are expofed to eternal condemnation for being 
what their aioe made them ; when at the Sine 
time they were left deftitute of power, not only 
to Fettify their depraved nature, but even to will 
and defire to amend. ‘To avoid this conclufion 
‘they tellus, that man was at fGrft made perfect, 
‘but that Adam by his fall, entailed a corrupt 
ni eat i ee er nature 
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nature upon all his pofterity. A miferable eva- 
fion. As ifthe pofterity of Adam were “not: as 
much the creatures’ of God as their remore an- 
ceftor. No truth in morals fhines forth in a 
clearet of more confpicuous light than this, that 
whatever man is by nature, he is what the God of 
nature made him. Ifhe is indeed, as fome repre- 
fent, naturally a fallen, depraved creature, im-' 
merfed in guilt, and. doomed to mifery, it is no 
fault of his; the blame is wholly imputable to 
his Creator. But the fact is far otherwife, and though 
there is much evil in the world, both natu- 
ral and moral, I doubt not that there is a 
great preponderance of good, and prevailing ten~ 
dencies toa ftill better and happier flate. And I 
am firmly convinced that they who take fuch 
- unwearied pains to propagate thefe falfe and dif- 
honourable reprefentations of God and his works, 
however venial their error, however innocent 
cheir intention may be, are labouring with per- 
verted induftry to erect a miferable ftructure of 
wood, and hay, and ftubble, which in the great 
day of trial fhall,be confumed to athes, ang fcat- 
tered by the winds. 

7. The commonly received notions concerning 
angels and devils, are to be regarded as deflitute 
of all foundation in the chitin revelation, and as 
_ doctrines of no practical value. . 

_ That Beings of an order fuperior to men may 
poffibly exift in the creation of God, and that 
fuch may poffibly be employed occafionally as 
the 
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‘the meffengers of his will to men, and the inftru- 
-Ments of executing his purpofes, cannot be denied. 
But no wife man will draw a conclufion from 
_poffibility to fac. This notion of the agency of 
.good and evil {pirits, was indeed current among 
the Jews, after their return from the Babylonian 
captivity, and there are frequent allufions to it 
in the New Teftament. But it isa doétrine which 
‘cannot be proved, or made probable from the 
dight of nature, and it is no where taught as a 
‘doctrine of revelation ; a judicious chriftian, there- 
‘fore, will difcard it from his creed : and that not 
only as a groundlefs, but as a ufelefs and. even a 
pernicious tenet, which tends. to diminifh our 
regard to the omnifcient, omnipotent, and:omni- 
-prefent God, and to excite fuperftitious relpect to, 
and unreafonable expectations from, imaginary 
and fictitious beings. We have no coneern, with 
any invifible being but God, in him therefore: let 
all our thoughts, and defires, and expectations 
center; nor let us wafte our time and labour in 
fruitlefS enquiries after the exiftence, the powers, 
the charaéters, and fpheres of action of other 
fuppofed fpiritua] beings, concerning whom it isim- 
poffible for us ro attain any fatisfactory information, 
The doctrine of evil fpirits is a notion which 
the Jews appear to have collected, during the cap- 
tivity, from the oriental philofophy, of whieh it is 
well known to have formed a part. It was, 
perhaps, underftood by their learned men in 
B 3 figura, 
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figurative and allegorical fenfe, but certainly by 
the common people in a grofs and literal one. In 
the New Teftament ea language of the pre- 


vailing mythology is occafionally borrowed, and — 


‘the word fatan, that is, adverfary, and: devil, 
that is flanderer, are fometimes ufed to denote the 
principle of evil, fometimes the idolatrous, anti- 
chriftian, and perfecuting power. But the ex- 
iftence of an evil fpirit is not taught as a revealed 
truth : >and, indeed, the exiftence of fuch an om- 
niprefent, omnifcient and powerful fpirit, as the 
devil is commonly fuppofed to be, is a fact totally 
deftituté of all evidence, and in the higheft de- 
‘gree improbable... The powers afcribed to the 
-devibare: abfolutely incompatible with the unli- 
mited authority and the wife and juft government 
of God, and the belief of fuch a being too often 
furnithes an apology for vice, fills the mind with 
groundlefs terrors, Jays a foundation for the moft 
abject fuperftition,, “ phe at the oot ve divine 
revelation. 

8. The do€trine aot gael: is the arbitrary 
choice of fome to virtue and happinefs, without ; any 
ground of preference, but abfolute will : repro- 
bation, is the dcoming or leaving the great mafs 
of mankind to hopelefs and everlafting mifery 
by an arbitrary decree. Effectual calling, and 
irrefiftible grace, is the miraculous converfian of 
the elect, at the time deflined in the divine 
councils: and final perfeverance, is the abfolute 


impofii- 
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; impoftibility of ‘the final apoftacy of any who are 
thus predeftinated, chofen, and called. The 
_very definition of thefe tenets, is a fufficient proof 

_ of their inconfiftency with found reafon, and with 

_the chriftian revelation. If God be wife and good, 

thefe doétrines cannot be true. 

9. The eternity of hell torments, or “that any 
of the creatures of God fhould exift for ever in a 
ftate of pure, or preponderant mifery, is a dotrine 
fo irreconcileable with the firft principles of juftice . 
-and equity, fo difhonourable to the Divine cha- 
ager, fo contradictory to all the appearances 

_ of nature, and foinconfiftent with all the reprefenta- 
tions in the {criptures of the future condition of 
the wicked, that a well-informed chriftian will not 
hefitate a moment to reje€t it with abhorrence. 
Had the chriftian revelation, indeed, contained, 
fuch a doctrine as this, it would have been the 
-greateft curfe with which the world was ever 
-vifited, and fo far from deferving the character 
of glad tidings of great joy, it would have been 
pregnant with intelligence of the moft exquifite 
and tranfcendant horror, _ 

- Whether the impenitently vicious may not ulti- 
ailtely be deftroyed, is perhaps a more dubious 
gueftion, Natural appearances feem, indeed, to 
indicate this cataftrophe: and many expreffions 
in the chriftian {criptures would lead to the fame 
conclufion, But as the refurrection of the vicious 
portion of mankind is exprefsly and repeatedly 

afferted 
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-afferted by Jefus and his apoftles, and as it is 
in the higheft degree incredible that men fhould 
be raifed from a ftate of infenfibility for no ’pur- 

_pofe but to be expofed to exquifite.mifery for 

_adefinite period, and from thence to pafs to 
infenfibility again, we may juftly and fafely con- 

» clude, that. the fufferings of the wicked will. be 
- remedial, and that it is the benevolent purpofe of 
God: that all ‘his: rational on DES te be ulti- 
“matelyyhappy.) 9 2 POINT Gt 

- 10. The doctririe of an intermediate ftate, that 

‘js, of a ftate of confcious exiftence between’ death 
and the pce is in many views fo pleafing, 
and fo interefting, that we are prone to cling toit 
with —fondnefs, Tae are reluctant to be’ ‘dée- 
prived of fo precious a confolation. © But’ this 

-muft likewife be difearded, if we are’ defirous' to 
‘regulate our faith by-the ftandard of reafon, of 
truth, and of chriftianity. That the foul, ‘ar 
principle of thought, fhould \be capable of per- 
‘ception and action, in a ftate of feparation from 
the body, is contrary to every fact which we 
know concerning the human mind, which main- 
tains, and to all appearance can ‘maintain, no 
~ intercourfe with the external world; but by the 
intervention of corporeal organs: and ‘to affirm 
that it may perceive and act independantly of the 
body, in another ftate of exiftencé; is gratuitous 
and fanciful. Moreover, the apoftle Paul, in his 
reine tothe Corinthians, fo exprefsly declares, 

: that 
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that if there be no refurrection of the dead, our 
faith and hope is in vaia, and that on this fuppo- 
fition all who have fallen afleep in Chrift. have 
| perifhed ; that .it is impoflible he could en- 
_tertain any hope of a future life, independent 
of a refurrection; confequently he could have no 
expectation of an intermediate ftate of confcious 
exiftence. © | é , 
“st 1si Phe Sheeaiion iki Sabbatical iid; 
upon which many lay fuch- unwarrantable ttrefs, 
is exprefsly and peremptorily abolifhed by the 
chriftian law, and the impofition of them i is an 
infringement upon chriftian liberty, 
. The obfervation of the firft day of the seat asa 
a feftival, and as a feafon of public worfhip 
and thankfgiving, in commemoration ‘of. the 
refurrection of Jefus, has prevailed from. the 
earlieft ages of chriftianity, and will I truft con-. 
tinue in the chriftian church to the lateft period 
of time. This primitive, and edifying praétice, 
I by no means defire either to difcourage or to 
fuperfede. Neither is it my prefent. intention to 
difpute the right of the civil power to appoint a 
public holiday, and to require, upon ftated or , 
particular occafions, a general ceflation from the - 
common duties and occupations of life. All that 
I maintain is, that Chritt our Lord and Lawgiver, 
has appointed no fuch, emanidi in his church. 
The apoftle Paul, authorized no doubt, by his 
great Malter, has exprefsly and repeatedly an- 
: nounced 


@ 
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nounced the éntire abolition of the Jewith fabs 
bath: andif another hath been appointed in_ its 
ftead, let the law be produced, and I will. readily 
bow to its authority, But I am confident . that 
nothing of this kind is to be found in the chriftian 
fcriptures, Indeed. that one day fhould. be more 
holy than another, or that any.occupation whatever 
that is morally lawful on one day, fhould be | 
morally unlawful on another, is a diftin@ion un- 
founded in reafon, wholly unauthorized by Jefus 
and his apoftles, and unknown in the primitive 
and pureft ages of the church. This fact is fo: 
undeniable, that none can doubt it, who have. 
enquired ferioufly into. it*. A chriftian ought to 
maintain a becoming dignity and gravity of cha- 
racter and conduct, at all times and in all places: 
he fhould always keep at his proper poft, and be 
always active and alert in the difcharge of duty, 
And to fuch an one I will venture to pronounce 
that every day is alike. While,.on the contrary, 
the man who negleéts the great duties of juftice, 
benevolence, and piety, will in vain feek to com- 
penfate for them by a ftrict attention to fabbatical 
inftitutions.. That a fabbath may be innocently 
‘obferved by thofe who think themfelves bound in 
confcience to obferve it, is exprefsly allowed by- 
the apoftle. But there is great danger left that 
fabbatical fpirit, which many cherith with fo much 


* Vid. Theological RepoGtory, val. vi. p, 364—366. 
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-eagernels, as though falvation® depended upon it, 
_fhould generate a fpirit of cenforioufnefs and 
fpiritual pride, and fhould * diminith the ‘atten- 
.tion to’ moral duties, | And,’ furely, the com- 
pulfory idlenefs of the great mals of the ‘people, 
can be produétive of nothing but folly, and vice, 
= ae mifchief. | , 

12. The opinion commonly entertained con- 
cerning the plenary infpiration of all the books 
both of the Jewith and Chriftian feriptures, is an 
error which an inquifitive and judicious chriftian 
will fee abundant reafon to difeard. © 

The fcriptures in general, confidered as a faith- 
ful record of revealed truth, and’ efpecially the 
chriftian fcriptures, are a colle€tion of writings of 
ineftimable value. But injudicious perfons, by 
their endeavours to exalt them above their proper 
level, inadvertently depreciate their value, and’ 
obftru& their main defign. To affert the plenary 
infpiration ofevery book in that various collection, 
is aferibing to them a prerogative which they 
never claim for themfelves, it is affirming that 
which can never be proved, t it is involving {erious 
and refleting minds in inexplicable doubts and 
difficulties, it is expofing revelation to the farcafms 
‘of infidelity, and loading the evidence of its 
divine authority with a burdenfome and needlefs 
‘jncumbrance. Whatever is prophetic muft ne- 
ceffarily be infpired : but all befides, neither claims, 
nor can be admitted to be any thing more than a 

‘ faithful 
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faithful n narration of the moft icopiriht truths, by 
.men of the beft information, and off the pele un- 
_blemifhed character. <72 2. eae a 
Haying thus exhibited a bree abitrace: of the 

! moft obvious and important of thofe opinions, 
‘which are. received without hefitation by very 
‘many profeffing chriftians, which are by them at- 
_tached to the fundamental doétrines of chriftianity, 

and regarded as its peculiar glory, but which a 
maine and judicious enquiry into the f{criptures 
will dead us to difcard, J] now proceed 
Secondly, To {tate with brevity and LanciCaitets 

thofe effential truths, which being founded in right 

reafon, and made known or confirmed by the 
-chriftian revelation, are of the greateft value ; 

and the practical belief of which will be attended 
- with the moft beneficial confequences. 

Having removed the rubbifh, which eee ait 
difgraces the foundation, we are now to caft a 
rapid g glance upon thofe precious materials, which 
being duly cemented to that great and acknow- 
eee bafis of the chriftian faith, the divine miffion 
and character of Jefus Chrift, will form a fplendid . 
fuperftructure, which will pafs with fafety and 
honour throngh the fiery trial, and will enfure te — 
the wife builder propoctionsgs and everlatting 


reward. 4 
-Itis indeed, much eafier to detect error chan to 


difcover truth: and while a perfon. who thinks 
freely and impartially, and whofe enquiries are 
Re governs 
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governed by a ae and fupreme defire ‘to at 
tain jut conceptions of chriftian doétrine,. will fee 
abundant reafon to difcard many popular errors, 
he will be very- flow in. the acquifition of moral 
and religious truth, and will difcover few princi-, 
ples, the evidence of which will. be completely. 
fatisfactory. But thefe few will be of-great value 
in the eftimation of the virtuous enquirer, and 
like gems of the fineft water, they will be dear 
to his heart, in proportion to the fmallnefs of their 
number, and their vaft intr ‘infic worth, The up-. 
right and inquifitive mind will experience more 
real fatisfaétion in an intelligible though fcanty 
creed, than the implicit and unreflegting: believer 
can find in all the articles of; his voluminous faith. 
The principles of the moral, like thofe of f the na- 
tural world, are few and fimple, but powerful in. 
their operation, and infinitely extended and diver- 
fified in their effeéts. 

i. A virtuous and well-informed mind will 
maintain a fteady belief in the exiftence, and at- 
tributes, the character, and government of God. 

Of that original, All-perfect Being, by whom 
‘the univerfe was created : whofe wile, powerful 
and benignant providence fuperintends and go- 
yerns all: whofe-notice and energy extends to all 
creatures, and to all events: all whofe counfels and 
defigns are prompted by infinite benevolence, 
diane by infinite wifdom, and carried into effect 
by irrefiftible power: whofe fixed immutable 

purpole 
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purpofe i it is to produce the greateft poffible fom 
of happiness, by the beft poffible means ; and who 
can never in any the minuteft inftance be difap- 

pointed in the accomplifhment of his pleafure. 

In the belief of fitch a Being, his Father and Bene- 

‘factor, his Protector and his Friend, his Guide 

and Portion, the virtuous heart triumphs with 

joy unfpeakable; upon his paternal providence it 

can reft with unlimited confidence; to his wife 

difpenfations it can bow with the moft-dutiful 
refignation and chearful acquiefcence ; and in 
obedience to him, and in communion with him, 

it experiences unmixed fatisfaction, and a calm 

delight; incapable of being difturbed bY the — 
‘fitudes of external things. 

2. The ferious and impartial oneal after due 
attention to the proper evidence, will fee ample _ 
reafon to admit the divine miffien and character 
of Jefus Chrift, who, by his doctrine and his 
miracles, and efpecially by his refurrection from 
the dead, has abolifhed death and brought life 
- and immortality tolight: who hath inftructed us 
in the practice of virtue, and left us an example 
that we fhould follow his fteps ; and whofe fecond 
appearance we are taught to expect at the deftined, 
but unknown period in the revolution of ages, to 
raife the dead, te judge the world, and to’ i 
every one according to his works. 

3. The virtuous enquirer will readily admit | 
the futhciency of the fcriptures, and will regard the 


,‘™» 


writings 
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writings of the apoftles and evangelifts, as contain- 
ing a faithful and crédible account of the chriftian 
doctrine, as competent, if ftudied with diligence 
and attention, to fupply him with all needful infor- 
mation upon the moft important fubjects, and able, 
to make him wife unto falvation. — 

4. He will alfo fee abundant evidence shat un- 
der the government of God, virtue fhall be ulti- 
mately honoured and rewarded, and vice fhall 

meet with its due punifhment. That to be virtu- 
‘ous is to be wife and happy ; to be vicious is to be 
foolifh and miferable, And under the influence 
of the high and awful expectations of chriftianity, 
he will fee it to be both his duty and his -intereft 
to live in the habitual and uniform practice of piety: 


and virtue, giving all diligence to make his cating 
and election fure. 


THE END. 


errremereemmnmeerrnraereeneis 
J. G. BARNARD, 
PRINTER. 
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